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Internal Assessment Resource

Latin Level 1

	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 90864 version 2
Demonstrate understanding of studied Latin literary text(s)

	Resource title: Latin Letters

	6 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 3
To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number A-A-02-2015-90864-02-4507

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource
Achievement standard Latin 90864: Demonstrate understanding of studied Latin literary text(s)

Resource reference: Latin 1.3B v3
Resource title: Latin Letters

Credits: 6

Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are designed to ensure that teachers can carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Latin 90864. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting

This activity requires students to demonstrate thorough understanding of studied Latin texts by using linguistic and cultural knowledge to write responses in English to poems written in Latin. 

Students will comment on textual elements of the poems. These elements include theme, context, symbolism, characterisation, and language. Ensure that students have prior knowledge of these literary terms.

The activity is in two parts. Students respond to a love letter written in Latin, and write a response to some “offensive” statements by a poet.

Conditions

Teachers could assess this activity as an open-book task during the course of two periods in the classroom, or allow students to complete it in- and out-of-class time.

Resource requirements

Allow the students to use classroom resources, classroom notes, and any additional material they have collected from other sources, such as material from the Internet, the news media, or libraries.

Additional information

This task is designed for use after students have studied the poetry of Martial, Catullus, and Ovid. Other literary texts that you might use include, for example, historical texts from the Caesar and Augustus booklets, or epic poetry from the Theseus and Ariadne and Orpheus and Eurydice booklets. 

Other possible assessment tasks include:

· Students imagine they are a main character in the text and write a letter or email to another character giving their personal reaction to the character. This approach would suit the Theseus and Ariadne booklet, with Ariadne and Theseus writing to each other. For Orpheus and Eurydice, Orpheus could write to Eurydice explaining why he looked back and how much he wishes to be with her.

· Students write a newspaper article about a political event, a diary or journal about a sequence of events, or a eulogy detailing the important steps of someone’s life. 

· Students debate which of two or more historical figures is more deserving, by outlining their achievements. This could suit the Caesar or Augustus booklets.
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Resource reference: Latin 1.3B v3
Resource title: Latin Letters

Credits: 6

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Demonstrate understanding of studied Latin literary text(s)
	Demonstrate clear understanding of studied Latin literary text(s)
	Demonstrate thorough understanding of studied Latin literary text(s)


Student instructions

Introduction

This assessment activity requires you to demonstrate understanding of Latin literary texts you have studied, by writing responses in English to poems written in Latin. 

This is an open book activity.

Your teacher will specify whether you will complete this in two periods of class time, or in your own time.

You will be assessed on how well you understand the Latin literary text(s), including bigger ideas about society and/or themes presented by the text.

Task

In your responses to both of these situations, quote the Latin and translate it when appropriate to support your answers.
In your responses, use your wider knowledge of the context of the poems and Roman culture.

Response to a love letter

Imagine that someone has sent you a love letter. The letter and accompanying poem by Catullus read as follows:

Dear You!

I am crazy about you! I know that you study Latin, and I think that Catullus sums up perfectly what I want to say to you with what he says to his Lesbia!

Vivamus, mea Lesbia, atque amemus,

rumoresque senum severiorum

omnes unius aestimemus assis!

soles occidere et redire possunt:

nobis cum semel occidit brevis lux,

nox est perpertua una dormienda.

da mi basia mille, deinde centum,

dein mille altera, dein secunda centum,

deinde usque altera mille, deinde centum.

dein, cum milia multa fecerimus,

conturbabimus illa, ne sciamus,

aut ne quis malus invidere possit,

cum tantum sciat esse basiorum

From your devoted admirer,

X

Write a letter responding to your admirer, commenting on at least four points that Catullus makes in his poem to Lesbia.

For each point, outline your personal reaction to what Catullus says, and state whether you think the poet’s words are accurate and appropriate to the current relationship between you and your admirer.

Your reactions to each point may differ and could include outrage, flattery, shock, amusement or other reactions.

Response to ‘offensive’ comments in a poem

You are a leading citizen of Rome. Several of your clientes (clients) have approached you to complain about the poems a new wit called Martial has written about them. They have asked you, their patronus (patron), to “have a word” with Martial and express their disapproval. They want you to use your influence to demand that he stops writing his scandalous poetry about them.

Martial’s poems about your clients, and their complainants, are:

Diaulus:

nuper erat medicus, nunc est vispillo Diaulus:

quod vispillo facit, fecerat et medicus.

Papylus:

tu Setina quidem semper vel Massica ponis,

Papyle, sed rumor tam bona vina negat:

diceris hac factus caelebs quater esse lagona.

nec puto nec credo, Papyle, nec sitio.

Pontilianus:

cur non mitto meos tibi, Pontiliane, libellos?

ne mihi tu mittas, Pontiliane, tuos.

Chloë

inscripsit tumulis septem scelerata virorum

‘Se fecisse’ Chloë. Quid pote simplicius?
Write some arguments on behalf of your clients, commenting on at least four points made by Martial in his poems.

For each point, outline what Martial says that is offensive and the possible reasons for this.

Assessment schedule: Latin 90864 Latin Letters

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student demonstrates understanding of Latin literary texts by Catullus and Martial by using linguistic and cultural knowledge to make meaning of the texts and by writing in English about points in the poems such as theme, context, symbolism, characterisation and language.   
In the response to the letter from an admirer, the student comments on at least four points Catullus makes in his poem to Lesbia.

In the argument on behalf of each client, the student makes one point about the relevant Martial poem. 

For example (partial):

An extract from a letter of response to an admirer (one point)

I really agree that we should make the most of our time together!

Catullus is so right when he says that all we have is this short life. Our life is short brevis lux and after that we have to sleep for an eternal night. Isn’t it clever the way Catullus contrasts short with eternal?

The arguments of a patronus on behalf of his clients (one argument)

Pontilianus is aggrieved that Martial is casting slurs on his ability as a writer. He was curious as to why Martial sent none of his work to him and did not expect to be treated so rudely. He as good as said that Pontilianus’ work is to be avoided. Repeating his name, Pontiliane only adds to the insult. Some people may say that Martial does it to mirror the first line but my client thinks not.
	The student demonstrates clear understanding of Latin literary texts by Catullus and Martial by using linguistic and cultural knowledge to make meaning of the texts and by writing in English about points in the poems such as theme, context, symbolism, characterisation and language.
The student selects and expands on particular points unambiguously in English.  
In the response to the letter from an admirer, the student comments on at least four points Catullus makes in his poem to Lesbia.

In the argument on behalf of each client, the student makes one point about the relevant Martial poem. 

For example (partial):

An extract from a letter of response to an admirer (one point)

I really agree with you when you say we should make the most of our time together!

Catullus is so right when he says that all we have is this short life. Our life is short brevis lux and after that we have to sleep for an everlasting night. Isn’t it clever the way Catullus contrasts short light/life with never-ending night?

The arguments of a patronus on behalf of his clients: an extract covering one argument

Pontilianus is aggrieved that Martial is casting slurs on his ability as a writer. He was curious as to why Martial sent none of his work to him and did not expect to be treated so rudely, and in public, too. He as good as said that Pontilianus’ work is to be avoided. Repeating his name, Pontiliane only adds to the insult. Some people may say that Martial does it to mirror the first line but my client knows how to create effects and feels that Martial is holding him up to ridicule. 
	The student demonstrates thorough understanding of Latin literary texts by Catullus and Martial by using linguistic and cultural knowledge to make meaning of the texts and by writing in English about points in the poems such as theme, context, symbolism, characterisation and language.   

The student selects and fully expands on particular points by using Latin references and/or quotations to support answers. The Latin references have an English translation, and the Latin evidence is appropriate and unambiguous.
In the response to the letter from an admirer, the student comments on at least four points Catullus makes in his poem to Lesbia.

In the argument on behalf of each client, the student makes one point about the relevant Martial poem. 

For example (partial):

An extract from a letter of response to an admirer, covering one point

Catullus is so right when he says that all we have is this short life. And you are both right, we should live and love while we can vivamus atque amemus to quote his advice. Our life is short and after that we have to sleep for eternity: nobis, cum semel occidit brevis lux nox est perpetua dormienda (but for us, when once our brief life has ended, we must sleep for a never-ending night.)

Isn’t it clever the way Catullus contrasts short light/life with never-ending night and makes the contrast even stronger by placing lux and nox next to each other? He emphasizes it even more because lux is at the end of a line and nox at the beginning of the next. And of course, brevis and perpetua are contrasted. 

The arguments of a patronus on behalf of his clients: an extract covering one argument

Pontilianus is aggrieved that Martial is casting slurs on his ability as a writer. He was curious as to why Martial sent none of his work to him and did not expect to be treated so rudely, and at a public recitation too. My client was actually trying to please Martial by saying he had been hoping for a copy of his book and all he got in return was a calculated insult. He as good as said that Pontilianus’ work is to be avoided by not wanting to receive a copy. Repeating his five-syllabled name, Pontiliane in the vocative case only adds to the insult. Some people may say that Martial does it to mirror the first line but my client knows how to create effects and feels that Martial is holding him and his work up to ridicule by addressing him directly not once but twice, ensuring that listeners know who he is talking about. 


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard
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